SUMMER READING  FREE CHOICE SUGGESTIONS

NAVIGATING THE LIST:

The list is categorized by genre to help you choose books that you will find personally engaging and enjoyable. If you would like more information on any of the books, go to www.amazon.com or www.googdreads.com and search by title. Through this, you can obtain an overview of the book and gauge the level of your interest. You also have the option to check books out of the Episcopal library for the summer. On the Summer Reading instructions, you see that our primary suggestion for free choice is that you find a book on a list somewhere (prize winners, Library Association recommended, etc). If you would like a suggestion, though: 
Memoirs/Stories of the Self

The Moviegoer Walker Percy

The Pianist: The Extraordinary True Story of One Man’s Wladyslaw Szpilman
Life of Pi Yann Martel
The Color of Water James McBride *

God’s Snake Irini Spanidou
Angela’s Ashes Frank McCourt *
Blackbird Jennifer Lauck

Dry Tears Nechama Tec
The Old Man and the Boy Robert Ruark
The Adventures of Augie March Saul Bellow
Goodbye, Columbus Philip Roth 
On the Road Jack Kerouac
Bastard Out of Carolina Dorothy Allison
The Basketball Diaries Jim Carroll
A River Runs Through It Norman Maclean

Leap of Faith: Memoirs of an Unexpected Life Queen Noor


Dark Comedy

Moon Palace Paul Auster
The World According to Garp John Irving

Wiseblood Flannery O’Connor

The Accidental Tourist Anne Tyler *
A Confederacy of Dunces John Kennedy Toole 
Neon Bible John Kennedy Toole
Shopaholic Ties the Knot Sophie Kinsella
Raney Clyde Edgerton *
Romance

North and South Elizabeth Gaskell 

Agnes Grey Anne Bronte 

Wuthering Heights Emily Bronte
Love in the Time of Cholera Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Persuasion Jane Austen
Pride and Prejudice Jane Austen 
Sense and Sensibility Jane Austen
Emma Jane Austen 
The Remains of the Day Kazuo Nishiguro
Like Water for Chocolate Laura Esquivel
Satire

Catch-22 Joseph Heller
A Clockwork Orange Anthony Burgess 
The Loved One Evelyn Waugh
Gulliver’s Travels Jonathan Swift
Mystery/Fantasy/

Horror/Science-Fiction

Dracula Bram Stoker
Amsterdam Ian McEwan
The Pilot’s Wife Anita Shreve
The Secret History Donna Tartt
The Golden Compass Philip Pullman*
The Mists of Avalon Marion Zimmer Bradley
Little Sister’s Last Dose Alex Minter
The Silmarillion: The Myths and Legends of Middle Earth J.R. Tolkien
Unnatural Fire Fidelis Morgan
Hollowpoint Rob Reuland
The Bottoms Joe R. Lansdale
The Silver Kiss Annette Curtis Klause
Mystery/Fantasy/Horror, cont.

The Murder at the Vicarage Agatha Christie

Dumb Witness Agatha Christie
The Murder of Roger Ackroyd Agatha Christie
Sad Cypress Agatha Christie

Cards on the Table Agatha Christie
Tales of the Grotesque and Arabesque Edgar Allan Poe* 
The Illustrated Man Ray Bradbury
A Conspiracy of Paper David Liss
Bones Jan Burke
The Skull Mantra Eliot Pattison
A Dangerous Road Kris Nelscott
The Whole Truth Nancy Pickard
A Place of Execution Val McDermid
Dark is Rising Susan Cooper*
Rose Daughter Robin McKinley
Swords of Shannara Terry Brooks
The Once and Future King T.H. White
The Left Hand of Darkness Ursula LeGuin
Girl in Landscape Jonathan Lethem
The Sirens of Titan Kurt Vonnegut
Galapagos Kurt Vonnegut
Cat’s Cradle Kurt Vonnegut
The Memoirs of a Survivor Doris Lessing
Neuromancer William Gibson
Adventure

Don Quixote Miguel de Cervantes
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland Lewis Carroll *
Endurance  Sir Ernest Shackleton      
Sherlock Holmes: Selected Stories Sir Arthur Conan Doyle * 
All the Pretty Horses Cormac McCarthy
Redwall Brian Jacques *
Into Thin Air Jon Krakauer
Short Story Collections

Bliss and Other Stories Katherine Mansfield
Everything that Rises Must Converge Flannery O’Connor
A Curtain of Green Eudora Welty
Nine Stories J.D. Salinger
Forty Stories Anton Chekov
An Interpreter of Maladies Jhumpa Lahiri
Mosby’s Memoirs Saul Bellow
The Magic Barrel Bernard Malamud
Idiots First Bernard Malamud
Labyrinth Jorge Luis Borges
Woman Hollering Creek and Other Stories Sandra Cisneros*
The Labors of Hercules Agatha Christie
The Widow’s Mite Ferrol Sams
Tales of the Jazz Age F. Scott Fitzgerald*
All the Sad Young Men F. Scott Fitzgerald *
Flappers and Philosophers F. Scott Fitzgerald*
Winesburg Ohio Sherwood Anderson
Eight Men Richard Wright
Music For Chameleons Truman Capote
Death in Venice and Seven Other Stories Thomas Mann
Krik? Krak! Edwidge Danticat
Poetry Collections

A New Path to the Waterfall Raymond Carver

Poems John Keats
Leaves of Grass Walt Whitman 
A Boy’s Will Robert Frost
North of Boston Robert Frost
Creation Nikki Giovanni

Thomas and Beulah Rita Dove 
Spring and All William Carlos Williams
The Waking Theodore Roethke

A Street in Bronzeville Gwendolyn Brooks
Poems Maya Angelou
Black Feeling, Black Talk, Black Judgement Nikki Giovanni
Collected Poems Allen Ginsberg
Complete Poems Carl Sandburg
Ariel Sylvia Plath
My Wicked Ways Sandra Cisneros
American’s Favorite Poems Ed. by Robert Pinsky and Maggie Dietz *
Beat Voice: An Anthology of Beat Poetry  David Kherdian
American Poets Say Goodbye to the 20th Century Andrei Codrescu and Laura Rosenthal
Literature/Fiction

Crazy in Alabama Mark Childress
Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha Roddy Doyle
The House of the Spirits Isabel Allende
Ceremony Leslie Marmon Silko
Of Love and Shadows Isabel Allende
Bel Canto Ann Patchett
The Secret Life of Bees Sue Monk Kidd
She’s Come Undone Wally Lamb
The Cider House Rules John Irving
A Prayer for Owen Meaney John Irving
The Alchemist Paulo Coelho
Joshua Joseph Girzone
Run With the Horseman Ferrol Sams
Shogun James Clevell
The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde *
Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance: An Inquiry into Values Robert Pirig
House of Mirth Edith Warton
The Kitchen God’s Wife Amy Tan *
The 100 Secret Senses Amy Tan
Charms of the Easy Life Kaye Gibbons *
How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents Julia Alvarez
Farming of Bones Edwidge Danticat
Breath, Eyes, Memory Edwidge Danticat
Steppenwolfe Herman Hesse
Demian Herman Hesse
Kane and Abel Jeffrey Archer
The Heart is a Lonely Hunter Carson McCullers
Grendel John Gardner
The River Why David James Duncan
The Flamingo Rising Larry Baker
Humboldt’s Gift Saul Bellow
Mr. Sammler’s Planet Saul Bellow
The Fixer Bernard Malamud
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest Ken Kesey
One Hundred Years of Solitude Gabriel Garcia Marquez
Civil Action Jonathan Harr 
The Sun Also Rises Ernest Hemingway

The Song of the Lark Willa Cather
This Side of Paradise F. Scott Fitzgerald *
The Turn of the Screw Henry James
Rabbit is Rich John Updike
The Bean Trees Barbara Kingsolver *
Animal Dreams Barbara Kingsolver *

Poisonwood Bible Barbara Kingsolver 
Lonesome Dove Larry McMurtry
Sort of Rich James Wilcox

The Annunciation Ellen Gilchrist
Lancelot Walker Percy
The Second Coming Walker Percy
The 42nd Parallel John Dos Passos
The Big Money John Dos Passos
The Monkey Wrench Gang Edward Abbey *
My Brother Jamaica Kincaid *
Yellow Don Lee
Surfacing Margaret Atwood
The Handmaid’s Tale Margaret Atwood
Oryx and Crake Margaret Atwood
African-American Literature

A Visitation of Spirits Randall Kenan
Coming of Age in Mississippi Anne Moody 

There are No Children Here: The Story of Two Boys Growing Up in the Other America Alex Kotlowitz
In Love and Trouble Alice Walker
Native Son Richard Wright
Eight Men Richard Wright
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings Maya Angelou*
All God’s Children Need Traveling Shoes Maya Angelou
Gather Together in My Name Maya Angelou
A Lesson Before Dying Ernest Gaines *
The Bluest Eye Toni Morrison  
Sula Toni Morrison 
Jazz Toni Morrison
Paradise Toni Morrison
Zami Audre Lorde
Nobody Knows My Name James Baldwin
Going to Meet the Man James Baldwin
Go Tell It On the Mountain James Baldwin
Shadow and Act Ralph Ellison
Dust Tracks on a Road Zora Neal Hurston
Jubilee Margaret Walker
Souls on Ice Eldridge Clever
Non-Fiction

A Rumor of War Philip Caputo
Black Like Me John Howard Griffen
Dead Man Walking Helen Prejean
Desert Solitaire Edward Abbey
Downsize This Michael Moore
Gathering Storm Morris Dees
God of the Rodeo Daniel Bergner 

Me Talk Pretty One Day David Sedaris 

Naked David Sedaris

Long Walk to Freedom: The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela
One Writer’s Beginning Eudora Welty
The Shared Heart Adam Mastoon *
Non-Fiction Crime

A Wealth of Evil Timothy Dumas
Black Mass: The Irish Mob, the FBI, and a Devil’s Dream Dick Lehr and Gerard O’Neil
Bringing Down the House: The Inside Story of Six MIT Students Who Took Vegas for Millions Ben Mezrich
Fire Lover Joseph Wambaugh
Homicide David Simon
Serpentine Thomas Thompson 
Son of a Grifter Kent Walker

The Anatomy of Motive John Douglass and Mark Olshaker
The Cases that Haunt Us: From Jack the Ripper to Jonbenet Ramsey John E. Douglas and Mark Olshaker
The Executioner’s Song Norman Mailer
The Last Victim Jason Moss and Jeffrey Kotter
The Stranger Beside Me: Ted Bundy Ann Rule
Sports

61*: The Story of Roger Maris, Mickey Mantle, and One Magical Summer Ron Smith
A Civil War John Feinstein
A Pitcher’s Story: Innings with David Cone Roger Angel
Dance for a City: Fifty Years of the New York City Ballet Eric Foner
Friday Night Lights H.P. Bissenger *
Go For the Goal Mia Hamm 

I Was Right on Time Buck O’Neil
In These Girls, Hope is a Muscle Madelaine Blais
It’s Not About the Bike Lance Armstrong
Me and My Dad : A Baseball Memoir  Paul O'Neill

More Than a Game Phil Jackson
Pre: The Story of America's Greatest Running Legend Tom Jordan

Ruffian: Burning from the Start Jane Schwartz
Seabiscuit: An American Legend Lauren Hillenbrand
See How She Runs: Marion Jones & the Making of a Champion
The Four Minute Mile  Roger Bannister
The Natural Bernard Malamud
Three Strides before the Wire: The Dark and Beautiful World of Horse Racing Elizabeth Mitchell

Math/Science

A Fish Caught in Time Samantha Weinburg
Brief History in Time Stephen Hawking
Contact Carl Sagan
Cosmos Carl Sagan
Flatland Edwin Abbot
Godel Escher Bach Doug Hofstadter
Guns, Germs, and Steel Jared Diamond
Longitude Dava Sobel
Pale Blue Dot: A Vision of the Human Future in Space Carl Sagan
The Universe in a Nutshell Steven Hawking
Zero Charles Seife
Women’s Studies: Fiction and Non-Fiction

A Vindication of the Rights of Women Mary Wollstonecraft
Backlash Susan Faludi
Born For Liberty: A History of Women in America Sara Evans
In a Different Voice Carol Gilligan
In Joy and In Sorrow: Women, Family, and Marriage in the Victorian South, 1830-1900 Carol K. Bleser
Scarlett Doesn’t Live Here Anymore Laura F. Edwards

The Beauty Myth Naomi Wolf
The Second Sex Simone de Beauvoir
Music
Come As You Are: The Story of Nirvana Michael Azerrad

Inez Carlos Fuentes
The Commitments Roddy Doyle
The Rose That Grew From Concrete Tupac Shakur, Nikki Giovanni, Leila Steinburg
Walk On: The Spiritual Journey of U2 Steve Stockman
History
A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous Fourteenth Century Barbara Tuchman
A People’s History of the United States Howard Zinn
Ghost Soldiers Hampton Sides

Gods and Generals Michael Shaara

In Our Defense: The Bill of Rights in Action Ellen Aldermann and Caroline Kennedy Schlossberg
Killer Angels Michael Shaara

Not War But Murder: Cold Harbor Ernest B. Furguson

The Greatest Generation Tom Brokaw

The Last Full Measure Michael Shaara

The March of Folly Barbara Tuchman
The Souls of Black Folk W.E.B. Dubois

The Strange Career of Jim Crow C. Vann Woodward

The Struggle  for Black Equality Harvard Sitkoff

Historical Fiction

Alias Grace Margaret Atwood

Confessions of Nat Turner William Styron
Gallileo’s Daughter Dava Sobel
Roots Alex Haley *
Silent Spring Rachel Carson
So Big Edna Ferber
Sophie’s Choice William Styron

The Things They Carried Tim O’Brian
Young Adult Literature *

When She Was Good Norma Fox Mazer 
Dancing on the Edge Han Nolan 
Slot Machine Chris Lynch 
Your Blues Ain’t Like Mine BeBe Moore Campbell
The Eagle Kite Paula Fox

Shadow Boxer Chris Lynch
Letters From the Inside John Marsden
Somewhere in Darkness Walter Dean Myers
Make Lemonade Virginia Euwer Wolff
Dear Nobody Berlie Doherty
Gypsy Davy Chris Lynch
The Brave Robert Lipsyte
Monster Walter Dean Myers 
Local Girls Alice Hoffman 
Zebra and Other Stories Chaim Potek 
The Golden Compass Philip Pullman 
Sabriel Garth Nix
Midnight Hour Encores Bruce Brooks
Permanent Connections Sue Ellen Bridgers
Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes Chris Crutcher

Ironman Chris Crutcher
Keeping the Moon Sarah Dessen
The White Horse Cynthia Grant
Smack Melvin Burgess
If You Come Softly Jacqueline Woodson
A Ring of Endless Light Madeleine L'Engle

Camilla Madeleine L'Engle
House Like a Lotus Madeleine L'Engle
The Contender Robert Lipsyte
The Chief Robert Lipsyte
The Brave Robert Lipsyte
Emily of New Moon (series) L.M. Montgomery
In Summer Light Zibby O'Neal
David and Jonathan Cynthia Voigt
Seventeen Against the Dealer Cynthia Voigt
A Solitary Blue Cynthia Voigt

Hard Ball Will Weaver
Stephen Fair Tim Wynne-Jones
Remembering the Good Times Richard Peck
The Unfinished Portrait of Jessica Richard Peck
The Starlite Drive-in Marjorie Reynolds
The Disappearance Rosa Guy
The Other Side of Dark Joan Lowery Nixon
Finishing Becca Ann Rinaldi
Fifth of March Ann Rinaldi
The Last Silk Dress Ann Rinaldi
Time Enough for Drums Ann Rinaldi
The Summer of My German Soldier Bette Greene
The Last Mission Harry Mazer
Waiting for the Rain Sheila Gordon
One Bird Kyoko Mori
Shizuko's Daughter Kyoko Mori
Shabanu Suzanne Fisher Staples
No Condition is Permanent Cristina Kessler
Blood and Chocolate Annette Curtis Klause
Children of the River Linda Crew
Fallen Angels Walter Dean Myers
Twisted Summer Willo Davis Roberts
Harley, Like a Person Cat Bauer
Split Image Mel Glenn (story in poems)
The Body of Christopher Creed Carol Plum-Ucci
Beach Books 

The Clan of the Cave Bear Jane Auel
The Last Don Mario Puzo
Works of:
Anne Rice (horror)
Dick Francis (mystery)
Frank Herbert (Dune series)
John Grisham (thriller/mystery)

Mary Higgins Clark (mystery)
Michael Crichton (adventure)
Stephen King (horror)
Terry Brooks (fantasy)
Tom Clancy (adventure)
Extra Challenging

Crime and Punishment Fyodor Dostoyevsky
The Brothers Karamazov Fyodor Dostoyevsky
The Idiot Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Notes From the Underground Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Beloved Toni Morrison
Song of Solomon Toni Morrison
Aurora Leigh Elizabeth Barrett Browning
The Woman Warrior Maxine Hong Kingston
Middlemarch George Eliot
The Mill on the Floss George Eliot

Razor’s Edge Somerset Maugham
Orlando Virginia Woolf
To the Lighthouse Virginia Woolf
Mrs. Dalloway Virginia Woolf
Invisible Man Ralph Ellison
David Copperfield Charles Dickens
The Iliad Homer
The Odyssey Homer
The Aeneid Virgil
As I Lay Dying William Faulkner
The Sound and the Fury William Faulkner
Absolom, Absolom! William Faulkner
The Hamlet William Faulkner
Go Down, Moses William Faulkner
The Inferno Dante
War and Peace Leo Tolstoy
Anna Karenina Leo Tolstoy
Dubliners James Joyce
Ulysees James Joyce
Lost Illusions Honore Balzac
The Red and the Black Henri Stendahl
The Portrait of a Lady Henry James
Dead Souls Nickolai Gogol
Gargantua and Pantegruel Francois Rabelais

Goodbye, Columbus Philip Roth

Like Water For Chocolate Laura Esquivel

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn Betty Smith

Memoirs of a Geisha Arthur S. Golden

White Oleander Janet Fitch

Dracula Bram Stoker

Sula Toni Morrison

As I Lay Dying William Faulkner

The World According to Garp John Irving

North and South Elizabeth Gaskell

Crazy in Alabama Mark Childress

The House on Mango Street  Sandra Cisneros
The Picture of Dorian Gray  Oscar Wilde
Angela’s Ashes  Frank McCourt

Boy’s Life- Robert McCammon

Ender’s Game (and sequels)- Orson Scott Card

Scar Tissue- Anthony Kiedis 

Year of Magical Thinking- Joan Didion

My Sister’s Keeper- Jodi Picoult
Possession- A.S. Byatt
Beloved or Song of Solomon Toni Morrison
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings Maya Angelou
Temple of My Familiar Alice Walker
 Joy Luck Club Amy Tan
Daughter of Fortune Isabel Allende
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy- Adams
The Hunger Games- Suzanne Collins (YA)
Wives and Daughters Gaskell

Anything by Martin Amis

Anything by Louise Erdrich

Anything by Roddy Doyle
* Denotes books recommended for incoming 9th and 10th graders.


